






Challenge 40 
Through the desert to life 

Shortly after his baptism, Jesus spent 40 days in the 
wilderness in solitude and without food, and the devil 
tempted him, but Jesus came out victorious and began 
doing the ministry to which he was called. This is not the 
only example in the Bible when someone goes into the 
desert wilderness as part of a preparation for something 
that follows. 

Staying in the desert can be literal or metaphorical, it can 
be a physical as well as a spiritual place. Staying in the 
desert leaves room for prayer, for talking to God, and for 
listening to his voice in silence. 

Desert time opens up space for questioning and 
renunciation, but it also frees us to be able to receive 
what the Lord is offering us. After the desert period, a 
new life begins - reconnected with the Lord, giving up the 
superfluous and receiving what is important, we become 
ready and able to give to others. For the next 40 days, 



which lead us to Easter, we want to reflect on connecting 
with the Lord through prayer - about renunciation, about 
receiving what the Lord offers us and about what we can 
and should give to God and also to other people. 

Each day brings a new biblical text and a short reflection, 
and it is up to each of us to respond personally to the 
challenges posed to us by the Lord Himself.

 
www.bczagreb.hr/challenge40
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Opt for solitude

Matthew 14:23

Jesus repeatedly invited His disciples to a secluded place so 
that they could spend some time with Him in peace, away from 
everyone. They did not always succeed because of the multitude 
that followed Jesus, but Jesus did not give up on that intention. 
This time we even see Jesus sending His disciples to the other 
side of the lake and He is left completely alone. 

Some of us might comment that they would love to be alone, but 
they just don’t have that luxury because of lack of time or space, 
because of all the commitments, and because of all the people 
who need them. Some other people don’t like to or just don’t 
know how to be alone, and some will say that they are alone 
and lonely enough anyway and don’t need the extra incentive 
to be alone. But this is not about loneliness. This is not about a 
selfish need to escape from people and obligations. This is about 
the importance of deliberately setting aside time and space 
for selected moments of solitude in which we will be aware of 
ourselves and our need for the Lord. It doesn’t have to be the 
same for everyone - our capabilities and our needs are different 
- but it’s important to be intentional and to be regular. 

We all face the challenge of choosing the intentional and 
conscious moments of solitude in which we will seek the face of 
God every day for the 40 days ahead.
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The value of silence

1 Kings 19:11-12

This Old Testament account of God’s revelation to the discouraged 
prophet Elijah is fascinating. While Elijah is standing on the 
mountain and waiting for the announced coming of God, he first 
sees a strong whirlwind that breaks everything in front of him, and 
then he experiences an earthquake and fire. But God is revealed 
only in a gentle and quiet whisper, in the breeze. Elijah could hear 
that whisper only because he was waiting in peace and quiet.

But can we hear that whisper, feel that gentle breeze when we 
are surrounded by the noise around us and in ourselves?!? Even 
when we choose to retire to solitude and spend time with God, 
we often turn on some music, which is not a bad thing, but it is 
not silence. When we spend time in solitude and prayer with God 
we mostly talk. It can be loud or quiet, we can celebrate, we can 
shout in gratitude, we can cry out in need, or we can simply pour 
out our hearts before the Lord. All this is good and necessary, 
but how often do we dare to simply be silent and just be before 
the Lord?!? As simple as it may seem, whoever has tried it can 
testify that the hardest thing is to turn off that noise that our own 
thoughts make in us. Perhaps this is why we give up on silence 
before the Lord so easily, knowing that our thoughts will wander 
anyway, so we prefer to speak, read lyrics or listen to inspired 
music. In this way we devalue the value of rest, waiting and 
silence before the Lord. We are used to the fact that good speech 
should be practiced, but good silence should also be practiced. 

Let us take advantage of the days ahead in practicing silence so 
that we do not miss the message of God’s quiet voice.  
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Pray praising God

Ezra 3:11 

We lived an exemplary life, but we did not go to church 
and did not do home devotions. The trace of spirituality I 
remember from my childhood was one song; my mother sang 
it and taught me to sing it too: “God is love, because he loves 
me, he saves me…”

The song was catchy, it was easy to learn. As a child, I did not 
understand the meaning, the content of the song, because… 
what do the ‘bonds of sin’ mentioned in the song mean for a 
child?

Many years later, when I set out to explore the truth, God 
had been working on my heart. His goodness led me to 
repentance, and conversion thus became real, not imaginary. 
My sin was nailed to Jesus on the cross and it died with him. 
And His blood cleansed me and cleanses me from all sin. My 
life is founded on God. Even in times of trouble, I know He is 
with me, leading me; my source of strength, perseverance, 
patience, love…is in Him.  I am grateful to God with all my 
heart that he is my Lord and my God.

Today I understand  the song I learned as a little girl.  I pray, 
worship and sing:

“So I say once again, God is love, God is love, He saves me! …”



4
Pray to the protector

Psalm 91:1 

As I read this psalm, I am overwhelmed by gratitude for God’s promise, 
for His comfort in life’s circumstances, and for the security of God’s 
protection. Meditating on the wonderful verses of the psalm, the 
question came to me, ‘Whom will the Lord protect?’ And I got the 
answer: ‘The one who is constantly hungry to get to know God better’. 

A few years ago there was one sad period in my life that I didn’t know 
how to resolve. My brother bitterly accused me of being to blame for 
the breakup of his relationship with his child. It hit me hard because 
I didn’t feel guilty, and also because we had been so close to one 
another. I questioned myself a lot, to see if I could have done something 
differently, and then silence crept into our relationship. We hadn’t seen 
each other in 3 years. We didn’t know how to get out of that situation. 
With sadness I wrote off our relationship, except to pray about it. One 
Sunday, while listening to a sermon on Jesus’ righteousness, the Holy 
Spirit spoke to my heart. I got a clear answer on how to act: “Jesus’ 
righteousness applies equally to you and your brother. He gave His life 
for both of you. Ignore the human understanding of righteousness. Go 
and show your brother Jesus’ love no matter if you feel that you are in 
the right. Love is more important than ‘being right’!” 

I was filled with wonderful peace and joy! That’s it! Through a letter, 
I wrote to my brother, begging him to forgive me for any offense and 
misunderstanding on my part, reminding him of his practical help to me 
in the past, and I offered him sisterly love. To my relief he accepted the 
letter. No more discussions on the former painful topic were needed! 

Thank you, Lord, for drawing me close to you, for putting in my heart 
the longing to dwell in Your hiding place, for allowing me to rest in Your 
shadow, for protecting me from sin and evil, and for giving me peace!
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Pray to God who hears

Daniel 9:17-19

It is an immeasurable blessing for the Church, today and 
at every moment of history, to have access to the many 
examples of lively prayers that we find in Scripture. Psalms, 
lamentations, prayers of delight and praise as well as prayers 
of despair and deep disappointment reveal to us the hearts 
of many of God’s servants amid their specific circumstances. 
One such rich and authentic example is Daniel’s prayer to 
God in the midst of the calamity that befell his people. Oh 
Lord hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, pay attention and act!  
These words resonate with us in a recognizable tone because 
we know very well that these are also our words. These are 
the words with which we come before our Heavenly Father 
when we are at the end of our strength, at the end of our 
words, at the end of our futile attempts, at the end of our 
justifications. If we have ever prayed with a sincere heart 
or in tears, either for our needs or those of our sisters and 
brothers, our children, those close to us - I believe that we 
have experienced an important awareness deep in our hearts; 
that no matter what the Father ultimately decides in His 
sovereign will, He has heard us. Our prayers are not spoken 
into the empty and deaf space of the cold and disinterested 
world, but into the inclined ear of our beloved Father who is 
not far away. As the well-known and beloved song tells us 
“He sees each tear that falls, and hears me when I call.”
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Pray for the forgiveness of sins

Psalm 32:5-7

The psalm itself does not tell us the specific occasion in 
David’s life which prompted this song but what we do know 
is that David was going through some tough times and out of 
the anguish of his heart, he has written this psalm. 

As we continue to focus on prayer this week, David in this 
psalm has written a specific type of prayer which is a prayer 
of repentance. When we keep our sin hidden, if we don’t 
confess it to the Lord, then we won’t be able to really fully 
come close to the Lord. Many times, we need to slow down 
and reflect on our own lives and see where we have strayed 
away from the Lord. In this Psalm, David realizes that and 
offers a prayer of repentance. Upon praying for repentance, 
you can see the joy that comes with forgiveness. The joy 
that David has found in forgiveness allows him to once again 
come close to our God. He is able to express his thoughts and 
feelings towards Him. When the rush of great waters comes, 
they will not reach him. David is able to find refuge in Him. 
David is able to recognize the protection and deliverance that 
God brings. 

Let us come today before our Father and repent in order for 
us to once again come close to our God. 
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Pray in moments of weakness 

Romans 8:26-27

The Apostle Paul notes that existence for a believer on this 
side of eternity is one of waiting to be with our God, while 
also enduring the suffering associated with everyday life. We 
are not alone, however—the Holy Spirit is with us. 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness by addressing unformed 
thoughts and even concerns that are so deep that they simply 
cannot be adequately expressed. When we run out of words 
in prayer, the Spirit carries our thoughts onward to God.

Today, as the world endures the results of Covid-19, creation 
groans with the millions whose lives are impacted by pain and 
suffering. Yet, we can be sure we do not groan alone—He is 
with us! And we don’t need to be anxious about praying in an 
“incorrect” fashion. Because the Spirit is interceding for us, 
within His will we are free to talk to God as simply as children 
might talk to their fathers. We don’t need a special format, 
style or code—He understands! As believers, we can trust 
that God uses every circumstance for His purposes. Are you 
on the brink of burn-out? Are you tired of this season? God 
knows our hearts and, through the Spirit, feels our pain—
groaning alongside us in our lives and in our suffering.
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Pray in difficult times

Psalam 3

“When life brings you more than you can bear, kneel.” It’s a 
statement that reminds me of all those difficult times when 
all we can do is kneel before our Savior.

Recently, my husband and I found ourselves in a very 
challenging situation. Our little son got sick and had to go 
to the hospital. My heart became tense because of all the 
emotions that were brewing, while my mind was trying to 
explain how everything would be fine. There were moments 
when I did not know how and what to pray. Somewhere in 
the middle, between heart and mind, in a vacuum space, so 
small, but just big enough - right there I could kneel without 
a lot of words, sometimes just in tears. I knew it was enough 
for my God because he knows my inner self, sees my worries, 
and understands my pain. The cry of my heart overcame the 
silence of my mouth. Even though I was alone with our son 
in that hospital room, I didn’t feel alone. God has blessed us 
with the prayers and support of people close to us, which 
has enveloped us like a warm blanket. The more support 
we received the more we were encouraged and uplifted in 
the faith. In those moments, God filled my heart with peace 
and hope, and my mind with the beautiful image of His open 
hands with which He holds our child. Perhaps the most 
valuable thing I will treasure from this situation is the support 
we had through the prayer of people close to us.

God promises to be with us in difficult times, but He also calls 
us to be willing to stand or kneel with one another in prayer.
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Pray no matter the circumstances

James 5:13-14

These words from James remind me how people often 
compare prayer to breathing. When do we think about 
breathing? When troubles come we sometimes feel that we 
can’t breathe. When we are excited we start singing, sharing 
and often have to stop and remember to take a breath.  When 
we are sick, sometimes we struggle to breathe and need 
to seek help. However, unlike breathing, our natural body 
does not automatically pray. We need the reminders and 
we need others to join in prayer with us and for us. As long 
as we are living, there is no moment when we don’t need 
to breathe, and similarly there is no moment that we don’t 
need to pray. But like breathing, it is not just one direction, 
but in and out. Prayer is important to us because we take 
something into ourselves that we need (God’s presence), 
but we also get things out of ourselves that we don’t need 
and put them into God’s hands. 

I think that praying with faith is seeking God’s presence 
right where we are, with the knowledge that he promises to 
be near those who seek him.
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Pray for opportunities

Colossians 4:2-3 

Prayer is the breath of the spiritual life of every Christian. It 
is not always easy to pray and pray persistently, especially 
when results are not quick, when God seems to be silent, 
patience wanes and a “desert” takes the place of blessing.

I think about how many times I have found myself in a spiritual 
desert. I will cite an example from the postwar period and the 
open opportunities for spreading the Good News. I wanted to 
be part of missions in an organization whose aim was to reach 
people with the Gospel, but I wasn’t sure how to participate 
in that. I prayed, fasted, waited ...! I was sad because of the 
unanswered prayer. My husband supported me in prayer and 
encouraged me to not give up. After a long wait, the need 
arose to work with people through the Correspondence Bible 
Course. I knew God was calling me to that ministry. He turned 
my sorrow into joy and the wait into gratitude. I will highlight 
that most of the course participants encountered the word of 
God for the first time, shared their life stories, sought advice, 
and were open to the Gospel. I have prayed the prayer of 
salvation with many and I can testify that they were visited 
by the Spirit of God.

The river of Living Water flowed through my desert; for me 
spiritual growth and for the participants a course for Life. 
Each of our days is a day of open opportunities to talk about 
Christ. “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it 
with thanksgiving.” Amen!
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The spirit leads to action

Acts 13:2-3

Today’s text reminds us how important it is for us to long for 
God’s nearness with our whole beings, listening to his voice. 
The people in the early church, praying and fasting together, 
were ready to hear what the Holy Spirit was calling them 
to do. They took Jesus’ command to go out into the world 
and proclaim the Good News seriously. They were willing to 
give up everything: wealth, the security of a home, comfort, 
selfish desires and enjoyment. But they also knew that 
by serving they were building what has eternal value. The 
knowledge that they were obeying God’s voice and doing his 
will was a joy and a blessing to them even in the most difficult 
moments.

The challenge for us today is to stop, really look at how we are 
living -  and do we even want to hear what God is telling us?! 
God has not stopped speaking and calling, but we are too 
preoccupied with ourselves, our needs, comfort, rights and 
what not. Let us decide today to dedicate our lives to Christ 
and the building of his kingdom. For most of us this probably 
does not mean going to a foreign country on a missionary 
journey. However, responding to the needs of our neighbors 
and testifying about what Jesus has done for us is certainly 
what the Holy Spirit is calling us to do. Therefore, let us turn 
away from the various screens we are surrounded by, take 
out our earphones, and act as the Spirit leads us. The joy will 
be indescribable and a smile won’t leave our faces when we 
see God changing lives just because we have chosen to be 
obedient to Him.
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Give up your own strength

Zechariah 4:4-7

Zerubbabel and Joshua have a task ahead of them - rebuilding 
the temple. This task is great and I believe it requires complete 
commitment, a lot of effort and there is uncertainty. The text 
does not tell us about Zerubbabel’s feelings or thoughts, but 
from the context itself we can see how such a task provoked 
feelings of fear and anxiety in the face of the “mountains” that 
were standing in the way of the restoration of the temple. Maybe 
they care about budgets, about enemies, about workers, about 
the political scene… maybe they cared about whether they 
were good enough leaders and worthy of the trust God had 
given them. Will he have the strength to complete the task? 
God knows what Zerubbabel feels and God sees his thoughts 
... and gives a vision that is the answer to all his questions and 
concerns - “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit”! Do 
not rely, Zerubbabel, on anything other than God, because 
anything else will not be enough. This fact is often difficult to 
face, but when you do, you will find complete peace and a solid 
foundation for the future. Do not rely, reader, on anything other 
than God, because anything else is not enough. It is difficult 
to face the complete lack that is in our own strength which is 
ultimately not enough. But on the other hand when we do, we 
can have complete confidence in the Spirit who is sufficient. 

Give up, Zerubbabel, your might and power and renew the 
temple in the Spirit. 

Give up, reader, your might and power and go towards the 
goal in the Spirit.
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Wait patiently 
Lamentations 3:25-28

The little bit of consolation, the lifeline, and the last hope that 
the unknown author of Lamentations finds in the persecution 
of his people from the Babylonians, is again in the promises 
of God. The Babylonian occupation goes on relentlessly and 
looking to the future brings no comfort. Yet, we are to be 
patient and remember that God always has the last word. 

I have moments in my life when it is logical to see the reality 
around me and think how much is dependent on me. By doing 
so, consciously or not, I set expectations of myself, others and 
life in general. God comes second -  when something doesn’t 
go according to plan or I just need Him to bless my plan. I plan 
for myself, everything has to turn out the way I envisioned the 
future in my head. I adjust to small compromises that are not 
really important to me, in order to receive spiritual points and 
silence my conscience. However, sooner or later there are 
situations and things in which I no longer have the influence, 
control, or knowledge of what and how things will continue. 
I retreat -  the Holy Spirit is with me and there is no reason 
to panic. But that is exactly the truth I need to stop at. What 
then? Just like that, wait and be patient? In my youth, it was 
not so easy. To be patient and wait on God in circumstances 
where all my logic has worn off and every obvious outcome of 
the future no longer works in my favor - to wait patiently for 
God’s intervention in life, means to expect it without ‘helping’ 
regarding the time and manner it should come to us. 

Christ, thank you for being the first to be patient with me.
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Fast together

Romans 15:4

In the book of Esther, the Invisible God works by His 
providence in “impossible” circumstances.

Esther is a young Jew who, by God’s providence, becomes 
queen at the court of the Persian king Ahasuerus. In the 
isolated world of royal life, she learns that her people are 
threatened with destruction. Her cousin Mordecai challenges 
her to stand before the king and ask for protection for her 
people. Coming before the king without an invitation means 
signing your own death sentence. But maybe Esther came to 
the royal position for such a time as this? Faced with fear, 
uncertainty, death, Esther asks that all Jews fast with her.

Fasting is a decision that leads us from passivity to activity. 
By fasting, we show God how serious we are, that we desire 
His will and strength in order to carry out the “impossible”.

Fasting is the part we can do -  the part we cannot leave to 
God who in his providence leads the smallest detail of our 
lives. By fasting we dedicate ourselves to the supernatural 
action of God’s power, will, and wisdom in the circumstances 
of our lives.

Each of us in God’s providence is placed in a unique position 
for the opportunity and purpose the Lord has for us. We are 
not in the hands of “destiny”, but in the hands of Heavenly 
Father.



15
Stepping out of your comfort zone 

2 Kings 5:9-15

Naaman was a powerful man with a big problem - a terrible 
skin disease.  He was desperate to be healed and he believed 
he was willing to do anything.  He was even willing to go to a 
foriegn land full of people he didn’t respect or like, and pay 
a lot of money to a prophet that a servant girl had suggested 
could solve his problem.   This was embarrassing and risky, 
but he did it.  He was stepping out of his comfort zone!

And then it didn’t go at all how he had imagined. The 
prophet didn’t even bother to come out to meet Naaman, 
but instead sent a brief message through a servant.  This was 
so humiliating!  And then the prophet’s message was outside 
Naaman’s imagination -  illogical!  How could taking a bath in 
a dirty river possibly help his skin?

Naaman faced three difficulties that threatened to prevent 
his healing: his pride (taking offense at the foreign prophet’s 
behavior), his expectations (that healing could only be 
achieved through fancy, extraordinary means and payment) 
and his faulty human reasoning (how could bathing seven 
times in a dirty river possibly help his disease?) 

Thankfully, he stepped out of his comfort zone again, obeyed 
the prophet, and it worked!  

Even when we are willing to step out of our comfort zone, do 
we sometimes run the risk of missing God’s blessing because 
of our pride, expectations, or human logic?
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Give up “your” rights

Philippians 2:6-7

Imagine a bird that decides not to fly, a tree that stops 
growing, imagine a man that decides to stop thinking, feeling, 
wanting. These are things that are natural, they are part of 
what or who a bird, a tree and a man are.

This is a modest illustration of the unthinkable - what Jesus 
did. Although He did not cease to be God, Jesus chose to 
renounce himself, in a way, give up “his rights” and become 
like us, to lower himself to the level of a servant. In contrast, 
it is difficult for us to renounce some acquired rights such 
as merit, reputation, property... So many times I have done 
something wrong, or failed to do good, because my pride has 
stopped me, thinking that I have some right. For a time I was 
angry with God for allowing something that seemed unjust to 
me - I had a right to stand on the side of truth and be angry 
that I had no influence on the outcome. I later realized that 
I had no right and that it’s better that way. Jesus renounced 
himself so that I could give up “my rights.”

This period of lent invites us to give up, to renounce things in 
order to connect with God, to receive from Him. In this light, 
Paul invites us to imitate Christ and have the same thinking - 
to humble ourselves, to renounce “our rights.”

What rights should you give up in order to be more like Jesus, 
to love your neighbors, to bring the message of the Gospel 
closer to the people around you?
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Give up materialism

Matthew 19:21-22

“We’ll make do with what we have!”, my mother used to say to 
us children. For a single mother of three, it was a success to get 
through a month without debts. Of course, there were also those 
who helped us to have everything we needed. We lived in a society 
that emphasized material equality, and in church we were taught 
that material things don’t matter. It is important that the Lord is 
our first priority, and nothing can take Him out of first place. The 
reality of life looked somewhat different - despite the social order 
and our beliefs, somewhere in us lurked the desire to have more. 
From today’s perspective, those beliefs may seem a utopia. Now 
more than ever it’s important to have things, it’s important to look 
good, it is important to be independent ... We should enjoy life, 
and how can we enjoy it, if we do not have material goods?!?

In the famous text that describes the encounter of a rich, moral 
and honest young man with Jesus, we learn that to be perfect, to 
be fulfilled, does not mean to be rich and to possess a lot. On the 
contrary, Jesus calls this young man to sell what he has, share it 
with the poor, and follow Jesus. When the young man heard this he 
went away from Jesus, sorrowful.

Thank God I am not rich and Jesus isn’t likely to make such a request 
of me. But is there something so important and precious to me that it 
prevents me from following Jesus? - something I’m not willing to give 
up? I have to find the answer to that question myself. And I call on all 
of us: “Let’s look inside ourselves, let’s re-examine ourselves, let’s give 
up those things, habits, and behaviors that separate us from God and 
follow Jesus.” If we are not ready for that, then like the rich young ru-
ler the only thing left for us to do is to go away from Jesus, sorrowful. 
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Give up the need for quick fixes

Psalm 37:7-8 

Once, a man’s water heater burned out and his whole house 
was left without hot water. Naturally the man called for 
service/repair and they said someone would come as soon as 
possible. But only after twenty days did a serviceman arrive 
and fix the fault. The man offered the serviceman a coffee. 
The serviceman told the man how much he admired him, how 
people call for repairs and want it right now, today: “Few 
people like you are so patient.”

Patience. How much patience does modern man have for 
everything that happens to him?!? How often do we reach for 
quick solutions?!? It doesn’t matter how, or who we hurt, it’s 
just important that everything is resolved quickly. How much 
patience do we have for the people around us?!? Jesus always 
had time for people who knew how to attack him in various 
ways. He would go into solitude after a difficult day and be 
with his Father. How hard it must have been for him at the 
end of the day, but he knew he needed to spend time with his 
Father as well. People around him often did not understand 
this, they did not have patience because they expected him 
to respond immediately to their needs.

Let’s ask ourselves today: How much patience do I have with 
God?!? Am I asking him to become a God who will fulfill my 
desires only in the way I imagine?!?

God is so good and merciful and has so much patience with 
each of us. He invites us to try to respond to him in the same 
way. So let us allow God to empower us with His Spirit so that 
we may persevere in patience and endure one another.
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Give up futile/vain labor

Psalm 127:1-2

If Solomon inherited anything from his father David, it was certainly 
a sharp mind, clear of overly-lyrical expression. Already at the 
beginning of this (his!) Psalm, he expresses himself in the manner of 
proverbs, whose style he perfected well - short, clear and instructive. 
Solomon, the wisest and richest, after proving - both by experience 
and careful observation - that in the life and work of man, in the end 
everything is vanity and despair - unless God, from whom all wisdom 
comes, is the backbone of everything.

Solomon begins by telling us that if God does not build the house, our 
efforts are in vain. In fact, he addresses all workaholics - those who 
labor hard, procure, lead projects and various activities, often at the 
expense of family and more important things in life, spending time on 
frantic acquisition to achieve something. Is that bad? If the Lord does 
not build the house, does not watch over the city, if you get up before 
dawn, – In vain… your efforts musicians. “Uzalud vam trud svirači” 
is the name of a well-known song by the rock band Prljavo Kazalište 
from Zagreb. That thrice emphasized phrase ‘in vain’ really stands out. 
When is something we do in vain? It is when our security is somehow 
intertwined with earthly ‘having’, when we trust in material things, our 
abilities, intelligence, and not in God. Regardless of our developed skills, 
talents, physical abilities or IQ, all the effort that excludes God will be in 
vain and fruitless. Work becomes anguish if God’s blessing is lacking.

The breakdown is simple. If God is in everything we do, if his 
sovereignty is obvious, if we include him in our plans and life, we 
can rest in his blessing because “he gives to his beloved sleep”. Work 
hard, finish your day, trust God and go to sleep. 

Ora et labora! (latin for “pray and work” a motto of the Benedictine order)
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Give up superfluous speech

Ecclesiastes 5:2

Oh if only we had the power to be able to restrain our tongue 
at all times and control the words that come out of our mo-
uths. In his epistle, James tells us that he who does not err in 
speech is a perfect man. When I myself am reminded of some 
situations where I failed to do so - How much damage I myself 
have done in relationships with those closest to me, in work, 
in parenting... However, Ecclesiastes speaks here of another 
holy moment, and that is when we are before God.

When we approach God, we must do so with awe. Very often 
this is not the case. We come before God without thinking. 
We are too quick to tell God what we think He wants to hear. 
In the verse before this we read “draw near to listen”.  Matt-
hew 6:7 also warns us not to keep on babbling like pagans 
who think they will be heard because of their many words.

Certainly the Bible in Psalm 62 teaches us to pour out our he-
arts before Him because God is a refuge for us! But as today’s 
verse of Ecclesiastes says, God is in heaven and we are on 
earth, so we must approach him in awe. Perhaps in the words 
of Abraham- “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, 
I who am but dust and ashes.”

One of the translations of the Bible shows the last part of this 
verse simply and without hesitation: 

“God’s in charge, not you—the less you speak, the better.”



21
To receive means to ask

James 16,23-24

As an introvert, I like to do a lot of things on my own, and 
it’s not always a good thing. Sometimes it would be much 
more efficient and less time consuming if I asked for help 
from others. Have you ever been looking on your own for 
something that you had lost and then finally asked someone 
to help you and they knew where it was all along? It gives you 
joy to have found what you had lost and probably regret for 
not asking for help earlier.

God wants us to come to Him anytime and ask for anything in 
His name. He doesn’t want us to try to do things or understand 
things on our own. It gives Him pleasure to reveal more of 
Himself to us when we ask. Sometimes we can feel that what 
we are asking is inappropriate or that we don’t feel worthy 
of asking for such things. Come to God today just as you are, 
whether you are really feeling close to Him or far away, and 
know that joy of receiving from Him what you are asking for.
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 Receive forgiveness 

Psalm 103:10-12

In order to get good bread, the baker sifts the flour, getting 
rid of all impurities and unnecessary lumps. Only what is 
good passes through the sieve. The impurity that is unsifted 
and remains on the surface of the sieve, is separated from the 
good flour which is intended to make bread. 

A period of time in the “desert” is a kind of “sifting” of our 
heart, an examination of the real state of our soul. During 
this period of “purification,” our sins remain on the surface, 
exposed, and what does the Lord do with them? When we 
repent, in His mercy and goodness, He separates them from 
us as far as the east is from the west. Not remembering them 
gives us a chance for a new beginning, a new life. He offers us 
forgiveness, but the question for us is - will we take it?

A famous Croatian lyric says “It might be easier to die than to 
say to someone ‘forgive me’”, but it seems that sometimes it is 
much harder to accept forgiveness than to ask for it; because 
of the constant feeling of guilt for the sin committed, which 
is due to the prideful idea that we have to do something to 
deserve God’s forgiveness. And He reminds us, over and over 
again, that He has done enough. 

He reminds us that sin has been paid for dearly, once and for 
all, and that we are forgiven. Therefore, receive His gift today 
and walk in His grace. Reject self-blame and live in His love. 
He will take you out of the desert and into a new life. Leave 
your old self there in the desert as He is creating your new 
self.
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Receive God’s love 

Romans 8:35-39

You may have found yourself in a situation where you decided 
to help someone who was obviously in need, and then, in the 
moment you wanted to give that practical expression of love to 
that person, you faced that person’s unwillingness to accept 
your gift. “Oh, you shouldn’t have!” The person may have 
said, acting as if they would rather choose to continue living 
in their poverty than to expose themself to the discomfort of 
admitting that they are dependent on someone. Sometimes 
such a conversation ends with a refusal to accept help and 
the statement “Thank you, but you really shouldn’t!” 

When I read the words of the writer of Romans about how 
nothing can separate us from the love of God, I wonder if we 
are not behaving similarly towards God. He constantly offers 
us His love, His care and support stronger than anyone, even 
in the most difficult life circumstances. And yet, it is as if we 
are denying ourselves His love by not wanting to accept it: 
“Thank you, but you really shouldn’t!” Whatever the cause - 
pride, feelings of unworthiness, fear of losing independence 
- let us try to allow ourselves to be overwhelmed in prayer 
and reflection on this text by a simple but crucial reality: God 
offers us His love simply because He loves us! 
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Receive God’s care in the desert

1 Kings 17:1-6

I believe we are all familiar with deserts. Maybe it’s moments 
of difficulty, problems we’re going through, an illness, a hard 
break-up, losing a job, or relationships that make us bitter. 
These are all moments when we ask ourselves: God, where 
are you? Did you leave me? Do you hear me?

The desert itself is not beautiful. By no means should we 
‘beautify’ the time spent in it. No one enters the desert 
voluntarily. Most of the time, it’s like we’re ‘thrown’ into 
it. The desert is a place of loneliness, despair, hunger and 
dryness. Such a place very quickly makes us thirsty, forcing 
us to long only for what will revive us in these conditions. For 
living water. In this place of spiritual drought the bible shows 
us that God cares for us in the middle of the desert, and gives 
us the only thing important for life. In the desert many of our 
needs become unnecessary and ridiculous.

Maybe you are currently facing things that you think are 
unsolvable, too difficult, too pressing, that you do not have 
the strength, energy and faith. Don’t worry, there is food and 
water for your soul in that desert. God is waiting for you with 
open arms. He wants to show you his love and care.

And remember this, the desert is not our destiny. That 
desolate place of disappointment, loss and tears is not how 
your story ends - your desert is temporary. Let us be strong 
enough, brave enough, and not despair in the deserts (which 
are temporary) knowing that He is with us. He knows your 
name, he knows your situation, and he asks only one thing 
from you, to trust him to take care of you.
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Receive a mission and a vision

Jeremiah 29:10-14, Acts 9:10-12

To today’s modern man, talking about dreams seems strange. 
It is an arena where ‘fishing’ is practiced by those who predict 
the future based on stargazing, cards, beans (favomancy)… 
In ‘speech’ we use everything from sounds, colors, impulses 
and touch to the actual language and writing characteristic of 
humans. Author Gary Chapman explains that love ‘speaks’ via 
five different languages.

The Bible tells us that God wants to address man in any way 
possible. Through speech, through nature, through phenomena 
like wind, storms, flaming bushes and languages. One of the 
ways to reach a person is a human dream. God ‘comes’ to 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Solomon, Jeremiah, Joseph, Ananias 
and Saul and many others - ‘in a dream’. A dream seems to be 
a powerful tool for God’s intervention in our lives. What we do 
not see or hear when awake, although it is obvious and loud, 
God prepares for us and commands us to through dreams. 
Thus Jeremiah is shown through a dream what will happen to 
the people of Israel during the Babylonian exile.

He did the same to Saul and Ananias, preparing both for a 
mission that completely changed the world we live in. Once 
Gentiles, today we are beloved children of God, created to have 
a relationship with the Father and with one another. Lord, open 
our beings so that we can ‘receive’ You, even through dreams.
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Receive security in insecure times

Exodus 3:11-15

In times when the ground under our feet is shaking, it is difficult 
to hold onto security with intellect. When we are in trouble, or 
pain carries us away, when our world collapses, it is important 
to have a safe harbor where we can rest. Our Creator designed 
us with the need for security and when hard times come we 
realize that the security we need cannot be based on material 
things, circumstances, or feelings. Real security is one that 
circumstances cannot shake. Where do we turn while the storm 
rages? From whom do we seek help in this transient, decaying 
and insecure world? Where to really find that security?

The Bible is full of stories of insecure times. One such time was 
when the Israelites were slaves in Egypt. God reveals himself 
to Moses and sends him to his people to deliver them. Moses 
worries about how he will come before the people and what 
he will tell them. God gives Moses his name “I am who I am.” 
Even today, God gives us His name. It is revealed to us through 
various names that reveal the character of God. By knowing His 
character we can leave our security to Him. As we come to know 
God, we can be sure that He is a good God and trust that He has 
only the best intentions for us regardless of adversity.

As we go through our life insecurities, the Lord reveals Himself to 
us and encourages our faith to grow. In moments of uncertainty, 
there is one support that is a solid foundation. If we cling to that 
foundation we will be able to enjoy peace no matter how violent 
or furious the storm. Let us be encouraged because Jesus has 
conquered the world!
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 Receive renewal

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Verse 17 says, “For this light momentary affliction is PREPARING 
for us an eternal weight of glory BEYOND ALL COMPARISON”.  
I was sitting last week talking to my sister after lunch and at 
one point I noticed something going on on the walls of one of 
the three glasses that were on the table. All three were empty, 
but in one of them drops began to slide from top to bottom 
like tiny streams. Seemingly out of nowhere, drop by drop 
..and getting stronger, a “pond” began to form at the bottom. 
Amazed, I picked up my cell phone and recorded it. Suddenly 
the vessel with the oil of the widow of Sidon appeared in my 
mind, which for months nourished the prophet Elijah in the 
days of drought (1 Kings 17:8-16). 

At that moment, it “spoke” to me; “I know that it is difficult for 
you, to run out of strength, to not see the meaning of the fight and 
that the goal seems unattainable. BUT… Persevere and remind 
yourself of God’s promises, don’t look at the circumstances! Your 
strength is not in your body, mind, skills, abilities… I CREATE! 
From the invisible I bring out the visible! Your glass is filling up! 
Troubles and struggles will come and go. It doesn’t look like 
we’re winning, but that’s normal because we’re still on the way. 
For now, you have enough, and when you reach the goal, your 
glass will overflow. Every tear will gain meaning, every struggle 
will celebrate victory, every effort will bear fruit.”

I BELIEVE! 2 Corinthians 4:14 “knowing that he who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you 
into his presence.”
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Receive a heart of thanksgiving 

Psalm 103:1-2

One day, two brothers returned home together from the city, 
when the first-grader said to his brother, who was twice his 
age, gratefully and naively, as if out of the blue: “Thank you 
for coming home with me from school!” (He would often 
thank brothers, sisters or anyone for all sorts of little things 
and in the most unexpected cases.) “Please don’t  thank me 
anymore for anything - you’re annoying me!” Obviously in a 
bad mood, his “big” brother snapped. The family burst out 
laughing, comforted the dejected younger brother and gently 
rebuked the reckless older boy.

Forgetfulness is terrible, destructive, and contagious; it’s 
hard to fight against it. It annuls and erases the beautiful and 
the good,  equalizes beyond recognition people and events, 
stifles joy, extinguishes hope and hurts relationships. It 
introduces blindness, indifference and ruthlessness. 

Gratitude, however, is more powerful than forgetting. It stops 
us in the midst of our well-being. We recognise the good in it 
and name it. We acknowledge the value of others. We raise 
the existing relationship to a new, higher level. By being 
thankful, we rob forgetfulness of its power. 

To know how to thank, both man and God, means to be 
sensitive to others, to be surprised in the middle of everyday 
life, to recognise God’s finger in it. In brokenness, through 
prayer and renunciation in our deserts, we receive from the 
Source of all good the heart of gratitude.
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 Receive grace in weakness

2 Corinthians 12:9

Paul is in trouble and writes to other Christians in distress. 
In his life with God he needs help in his suffering. Who 
among us is not familiar with something like that? Paul prays 
persistently and earnestly. It seems to him that God does not 
answer him. Perhaps especially now before Easter we are 
faithfully praying to our Lord Jesus Christ, but it is as if we are 
standing before a wall of silence: “My God, where are You?” 
“Aren’t you going to help me this time?” Who among us has 
never suffered, perhaps in tears, in some kind of dark tunnel 
without any visible light at the end of it?

God offers us His answer in 2 Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is 
sufficient for you” - that is all you need. Above all, grace means: 
Our God loves to give! And here is where we enter; with our 
needs, with our limitations, with our weaknesses. We can come 
just the way we are, not the way we hope we could one day be. 
God’s grace invites us to come as we are now. And soon with 
Good Friday and Easter as we read in the Bible: our God wants 
to be our Helper when we need such help and when we ask for 
it. What is important to remember in the end: When A) we trust 
Him that B) we thank Him. At the end of Psalm 50 in The Message 
we read: “... and there’s no help in sight! It’s the praising life that 
honors me. As soon as you set your foot on the Way, I’ll show you 
my salvation.” That is certainly the message of Grace!

“Christ was shown weak, but in God was made strong; So 
then are we, as we go from day to day.” (Alvy E. Ford)   (the 
original english rhyming verse was unavailable)
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Receive strength from the Lord

Isaiah 41:8-10

I have been attending school for sixty years. I’ve repeated a 
grade several times. You can say: Wow, you’re really stupid! 
I will not defend myself. I’m not ashamed to admit that I 
was often distracted, not listening, as stubborn as a mule, I 
ignored the teacher … If that will help you to not go through 
the same things that I went through, Hallelujah!

The real discovery was when I realized that cheat sheets don’t 
help. I let God be my wisdom and He started with my heart. He 
soon showed me that I would not get far with my mind alone. 
Only a humble heart can learn something. It would take a book 
with countless pages to write down what God has done in my 
life. I am still in His school, but now I am immensely looking 
forward to every lesson. I don’t run away from class and I’m 
afraid I might miss some material. One of the most important 
lessons is when he taught me that I can’t do anything with my 
strength. Well, actually you can do things in your own strength, 
and I did. But by the end of the year I dropped out of class.

With his strength, I learned to forgive, even the unforgivable. 
With his strength I renew myself every day. Only He leveled 
the high hills and watered the dry places in times of drought. 
His strength defends me and protects me from the enemy. 
He tears down fortresses, heals and loves. The power of God 
is my fortress and security. That is why I am no longer afraid 
because God has chosen me, saved me and set me free from 
sin. He strengthens, supports and helps me. He does not get 
tired and does not stop.

That is why Jesus is my strength!
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Give God Glory

Psalm 9:1-2

Thinking about situations for which I could thank God with all 
my heart, I notice that these are good and beautiful events. 
Some of them may not have started well, but they ended 
well. So how could I not praise God for the good he selflessly 
gives me?!?

After that, I find in my memory other situations, situations 
that were difficult, disappointing, out of control, took place 
completely contrary to my wishes and expectations, my 
plans,  which I believed were also God’s plans. How to be 
thankful for these events?!? Maybe we should somehow skip 
them in our relationship with God, as in a relationship with a 
good friend in which we don’t talk about some disappointing 
situations hoping it will all pass somehow. How to glorify God 
when we have a feeling that God is not close to us, and it is 
difficult to explain why?!?

We are often unable to control the situations around us, 
not even what is happening to us. We can only control our 
attitude towards them. Does God’s nearness depend on our 
feelings, does God’s strength depend on our problems?!?

I want to witness God’s victory in difficult situations, I want 
to rise up from a situation where I see no way out, watching 
how God will do it for the good of those who love Him. I want 
to glorify God even in such situations. Still some of our plans 
will not be realized and still there will be difficult situations  - 
and still God will lead in our battles and be victorious in our 
conflicts, so how can we not thank him with all our hearts?
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 Give God thanks

Ephesians 5:20

So many times I have found myself whining, complaining and grumbling 
in negative situations, opportunities, and events. I have received criticism 
from my husband, friends and children many times for this. Through my 
daily fellowship with the Lord and the desire to change somehow, the 
Lord began to speak to me and remind me that I need to thank Him more 
for the little things in my life. It was hard to start with, it was hard to let 
the light enter a cloudy and gloomy mind that normally deals with mostly 
“dark thoughts”. Wanting to please the Lord and accept the opportunity 
for change, I began to say words of praise for the “little things” like a 
quiet night (no earthquakes), that nothing hurts when I wake up in the 
morning, for my husband, children, parents, brothers, for work, for 
dear friends, extended family, for parking, for time, for past, present, 
future…. every day there was more and more of it. And so while driving 
the car which was the only opportunity of the day to talk to the Lord, it 
would become a time I looked forward to, because I knew that words of 
gratitude would lift me up, empower me, comfort me in the uncertainty 
of that day, and because of His promises, I would to be able to jump over 
every wall, defeat every enemy, endure every storm and be more than a 
conqueror in everything, and praise Him with thanksgiving. 

Because of my own experience with the living God who listens, sees and 
works, I challenge anyone who reads this text, no matter how they feel, 
to find what they are grateful to God for. Even if it is just one thing, one 
little thing, just go and believe that God will give you more than you can 
imagine or expect, because if He is faithful in the small, how much more 
will He be faithful in the large. I am grateful to have been able to share my 
experience of a God who heals, who provides, who is the Lord of hosts, 
the God who works miracles, and the One who makes everything new.
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Give God a repentant heart

Psalm 51:16-17

Although I was an excellent student, a few failing grades 
used to “happen” to me. In my own self torment, though it 
was hard, I would let my parents know. My sister often used 
to tell them, “What difference does it make if we tell you or 
keep quiet about a grade when you have the same reaction?” 
Despite everything, I persisted in telling my parents the 
truth, never keeping it quiet. Although my parents’ reaction 
was mostly tumultuous, understanding and acceptance and 
forgiveness eventually followed. Through that relationship, I 
eventually gained the trust and respect of my parents and 
most importantly, peace in my heart.

The psalmist David testifies in Psalm 51 about facing his 
own transgression which was far more devastating than this 
experience of my confession of a failing grade. He was aware 
that his transgression required an appropriate sacrifice. Not 
even the greatest sacrifice, represented by a burnt offering 
(verse 16), could satisfy God’s sense of justice. The only 
sacrifice God accepts is “a broken spirit. You will not reject a 
broken and repentant heart, O God.” (verse 17).

Confession of our transgression and sincere mourning for it 
lead us to God’s grace. The fruit of God’s grace is freedom. 
‘Joy and gladness’ return to us (verse 8). Far more than an 
earthly parent, our heavenly parent understands, accepts, 
and forgives us – much more than a person can. What is more 
valuable in life than peace in our heart and the freedom of 
our spirit?
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Give your availability to God

 Matthew 25:37-40
 

In the last few years, I have the feeling that there are more 
and more of both needs and the needy. Wherever we turn 
we can hear the cries of those who have been ‘cornered’ by 
life, especially after the earthquake and during this global 
pandemic.

How to properly respond to demands from all sides, how 
to decide whom and how to help? How to respond to the 
needs of others in the whirlwind of your own obligations and 
pressures? Maybe we say ‘well, I don’t have that much’ or ‘I 
work all day and I don’t have time’. It is very easy to find an 
excuse for passivity. It is much harder to respond to a call the 
way the Bible teaches us.

In his actions, Jesus acted in different ways, but in the crowd 
that surrounds him, in all these complex situations he went 
through, we often see that Jesus LOOKED, HE RAISED HIS 
HEAD. In several places it is written that Jesus STOPPED and 
took the time to stay with those in need. For such action it 
is necessary to step out of one’s comfort zone and decide to 
act.

As human beings we are called to react, but as Christians we 
are called to sacrifice. Spending time or financial resources is 
not a sacrifice if it doesn’t ‘hurt’; giving away ‘surplus’ is not a 
response to the mission we have. Let’s stop, look up, look at 
the needy and act. Instead of counting the hundreds of needy 
people we can’t help, let’s focus our energy on one person 
that we actually can help today.
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Take care of those in need

James 1:27

Through my years in the Church, I have often wondered what 
my gift is, in what special way I can serve God. Thinking about 
it, I realized that every gift we bring before God is also a way 
of serving other people. By singing in the Church, preaching, 
praying for others and the like, we not only show faith and 
honor to God but we also help others to grow spiritually and 
get closer to God. 

The Epistle to the Romans lists seven spiritual gifts, including 
helping others, while the first chapter of James says that 
caring for orphans and widows is part of pure and undefiled 
service to God. By helping others we serve God. Of course, like 
any service, helping another often requires relinquishment 
and sacrifice, be it of our money, time, or something else. 
However, as Christians we need to think about Jesus. In 
everyday life situations, we should be guided by biblical 
principles and the example of Jesus Christ. If we know him, 
we know that he always helped and served others - he taught, 
healed, washed feet. We are called to be like him. So we need 
to do what he did and what he is still doing today. Think of 
ways you can help your neighbors (and enemies) and bring 
Christ closer to them.. 
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Give love to the enemy

Luke 6:35-36

Is there a more difficult or more sublime call than the call 
to love our enemies? Christ’s call to love our enemies is not 
a one-time act of showing affection, but a persistent and 
selfless denial and reduction of ourselves in order to be ready 
to help the enemy at any given moment. This call is difficult 
because it requires us to silence our selfish desires, and in 
everyday life circumstances to serve even those who wish 
us harm, who shame us, and with whom we feel insecure or 
belittled.

At the same time, this is a sublime call because it invites 
us to remember the grace of God because “while we were 
still sinners (haters of God) He died for us.” This call tells 
us that we are forgiven first and directs us to challenge our 
enemies through forgiveness and acts of love to “ask for a 
reason for the hope that is in us.” This is a call to do good 
to our enemies if they attack our pride or try to devalue our 
identity. To understand this calling we need to experience 
and understand grace because one who has not experienced 
grace, or who has not known himself as a sinner cannot show 
mercy to others.

Think about which people are hostile to you and how you can 
respond with mercy to their hatred. What a challenge?!

* This text does not call for us to suffer abuse, because sometimes 
showing mercy means reporting abusers to the authorities that God 
has set up to manifest his justice so that the abuser would change.
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Give forgiveness to others

Matthew 18:21-22

My father and I are of a similar character, we tend to be 
quick and sharp with our tongues. One day we were driving 
together in the car. The traffic situation led us to a debate 
that turned into an argument. My well-meaning warning 
produced a harsh reaction in my father. He uttered words 
that hurt me. “Is everything I do or say wrong?” I said. For 
two days I avoided him. I cried alone in my room: “Doesn’t he 
see his behavior? I will not forgive him this time.”

I knew God wanted me to respect my father, but that would 
mean I would have to go through everything again. Jesus’ call 
to apologize to my father grew in me more and more. Jesus 
called me to forgive, as much as Jesus forgave me. I prayed, 
seeking strength and courage from God. On the way to the 
room where my father was, I gathered the courage to say the 
words, “I’m sorry, forgive me Dad.” As soon as I entered the 
room, my father noticed me. When he saw me, he cried, took 
me in his arms and said, “I’m sorry too, forgive me, daughter.”

Jesus left us with instructions to forgive, even when a person 
repeats the same mistake. But we are not left to do it alone 
and with our strength. God who is the source of peace has 
consecrated us in Jesus Christ. My strength is in my God.
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Give honor to one another

Romans 12:9-10

“There is no honor in honor if there is nothing to eat.” A Russian 
proverb that could be translated as: “Honor is worthless 
if you have nothing to eat.” Perhaps this is a depiction of 
today’s society where we have devalued honor and respect, 
because our material and physical needs have become much 
more important than interpersonal relationships.

In the Bible we see Paul writing to the churches in Rome about 
interpersonal relationships. Paul noted that the churches in 
Rome live in disunity and lack love and honor for one another. 
And so He calls them to sincere love without pretense (Rom. 
12:9) which is like brotherly, family love (Rom. 12:10). In each 
family, the members differ in their way of thinking, gifts, 
affections, and tasks, so Paul says that although there are 
people in the church with whom we disagree and who are 
different from us, we should love them as our own family 
because we are all God’s children. He then says we should 
outdo one another in honor (Rom. 12:10). Humble honor,  - 
that we consider others superior to ourselves.

“There is no honor in honor if there is nothing to eat.” Let’s 
take care of our neighbors, show them love and honor by 
spending time with them and humbly serving them. Let us 
sit at the same table and eat together, so that there may 
be honor in honor, because we have each other and we can 
share what we have with each other.



39
Do good to everyone, especially to 

those closest to you
Galatians 6:9-10

I recently talked to a brother in Christ about how hard it is 
sometimes to do good deeds. It’s hard enough to do good to 
those closest to us -  how much harder to do good to people 
we don’t know. Of course, it is because of our sinful nature. 
We are selfish and sometimes lazy when it comes to doing 
good. That is why Paul encourages us not to get tired of doing 
what is good and to do those good deeds whenever we have 
the opportunity. He even emphasizes that we especially do 
good to those who are in this same family through Jesus 
Christ. 

We see that the concept of “time” is repeated twice in 
the text. It originally reads “kairos” and translates as 
“the right time” for something. Paul’s intention is to 
encourage us believers to do good deeds and he says that 
now is the right time for doing good. The Bible teaches 
us that man is not justified by good deeds, but that doing 
good reflects God’s love, and it should have a central 
place in the lives of believers. Jesus said that people will 
recognize us by our good fruit/deeds (Matt. 7: 15-20).  
We are called to do good and thus serve the Lord. 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
(Matt. 5:16).
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Give your best to God

Philippians 1:9-11
 

When participating in collective prayer, have you ever been 
blessed by someone’s prayer? You were encouraged by simple 
prayer, God made you closer. In the same way, Paul prays for 
growth. Growth is something visible - without it we cannot 
expect fruit. It is equally necessary to grow in love and in the 
knowledge of God in order to properly discern and choose. 
And in the end, the fruit of such a life will be righteousness, 
which again is not ours but only His.

As a believer, I always want to dedicate my life to God and 
give Him the best, but sometimes I attempt to do it by 
looking for a source of sanctification in myself and my deeds, 
which ultimately leaves me discouraged and weakened. 
But when I look at the cross and seek Christ as the source 
of my sanctification, I see that He is the best and then I 
am encouraged, empowered and enabled to give thanks 
to God as my best. Have you ever felt that way? Have you 
experienced that in the midst of the greatest tribulation and 
discouragement you have found solace in blessed fellowship 
in the Word and in prayer with others -  that in your weakness 
you have raised your hands in praise and returned to God 
what you have received from Him? That is the best, because 
it is His.

You may not have even known that the prayer that encouraged 
you and revealed to you the source of righteousness, lifted 
your gaze to the only Best, came from a weak, broken and 
needy heart that gave God all it has. And that was the best. 



Stones of Remberance

How do you feel when you see these words: The Beatles, 
floppy disks, Saturday morning cartoons, or bellbottoms? 
Nostalgia. There are certain things in life that when we see 
them, it reminds us of our childhood or teenage days. It 
brings about a good feeling to remember the good times we 
had. In the same way, our good times with the Lord should be 
remembered after these past 40 days.

When the Israelites began their new journey into the 
Promised Land, Joshua asked each tribe to take a stone to 
remember what the Lord had done for them in the Jordan 
River and how the Lord allowed the waters to part for them 
(v.7). Joshua reminded them that these stones signify not 
what happened to them but what God had done in His mighty 
power for them. Not only that, Joshua was feeling nostalgic 
and reminded them of what God had done for them in the 
hands of Pharaoh in Egypt, the Red Sea, and the wilderness.  
 
These stones are typically found at the crossroads of our life. 
Joshua asked the Israelites to prepare the stones even before 
God had parted the waters. Joshua knew that God will work 
mightily and he did not want to miss the opportunity to keep 
in mind what God has done. So what has God done in your 



life these past 40 days? Go outside and find a stone. Engrave 
or attach a note to it saying Izazov 40 2022 as a reminder of 
what God has done for you these past 40 days in the “desert.” 
This is far better memorabilia than anything else.
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